POLITICAL SCIENCE

SECOND YEAR

1. COURSE STRUCTURE & NOMENCLATURE


BA Semester III  : PS 3: Indian Constitution

        Foundation Course (FC) 3: M K Gandhi’s Social Thought 

        Allied Course (AC) 1: Gender Studies

        Human Rights

BA Semester IV  : PS 4: Constitutional and Social Issues in India 

       Foundation Course 4: M K Gandhi’s Political and 

       Economic Thought

       Allied Course (AC) 2: Women’s Issues in India

POLITICAL SCIENCE

SECOND YEAR

PS 3: INDIAN CONTITUTION 

Course Rationale: 

This course is intended to familiarize students with the Constitutional arrangements and processes in India.  It focuses on some of the fundamental institutional arrangements that guide the state policy and protect people’s rights. Emphasis will be both on the origin and development of such mechanisms in India. 

Course Content:





                       Lectures

1. Constituent Assembly: Composition and functioning, Preamble and 

     salient features of the Constitution.                                                                 (10) 

2.  Fundamental Rights and Duties, Directive Principles of Sate Policy             (11)

3.  Executive: President, Prime Minister and Council of Ministers.
   (10)

4.  Parliament: Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha, Office of the Speaker , Legislative  

     Procedure, Committee System
   (11)

5. Judiciary: Structure, independence of the Judiciary, role and functions of   

     Supreme Court, Judicial Review.
  (08)

PS 4: CONSTITUTIONAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES IN INDIA

Course Rationale:

The course is designed to familiarize students with the key political processes that have shaped India in the post -independence period. The analysis is done from both a local and national perspective, delineating how such processes have affected the key political issues facing the country.

Course Content:                       





   Lectures

1. The Federal System: Centre –state Relations, Nagar Palikas and

     Panchayati Raj                                                                                                 (12)
2. Political Parties: National and Regional; Changing Nature of Party System
     

                                                                                                                                (10) 

3. Elections: Election Commission, Electoral Reforms, Criminalisation of Politics    

                                                                                                                                (10)  

4.  Major Issues in Indian Politics: Religion, Caste and Reservations, Language,       

     Regionalism.
        (10)

5.  Constitution and Society: Right to education and Right to Work                  (08)
 Readings for PS 3 & PS 4:

  1. D. D. Basu, An introduction to the constitution of India, New Delhi, Prentice Hall, 

      2005 (Reprint)
  2. C. P. Bhambhri, The Indian State: Fifty years, New Delhi, Shipra, 1997.

  3. P. Brass, Politics of India since Independence, Hyderabad, Orient  

      Longman, 2001.

  4. C. Austin, Constitution of India.

  5. S. Kashyap, Reviewing Constitution, Shipra, New Delhi.

  6. P. Chatherjee, Politics in India.

  7. R. Kothari, Politics in India.

  8. K. C. Agarwal, Indian Government and Politics.

  9. D. C. Gupta, Indian Government and Politics.

10. S. Kaushik (ed): Indian Government and Politics, Delhi  

      University.

11. R. Kothari, Party System and Election Studies.

12. W. H. Morris Jones, Government and Politics in India.

13. A. G. Noorani, Constitution questions in India: The President, Parliament and the 

      States. 

14. M. N. Srinivas, Caste in Modem India and other Essays.

Allied Course (AC) 1: Gender Studies

Course Rationale:                                                                                        Lectures

The Course seeks to introduce the students to gender studies with emphasis on concepts, evolving perspectives, theoretical paradigms on feminism and women’s empowerment. The underlying feature of the course will be a questioning of the dominant thinking where gender concerns have got subordinated.

Course Structure

1. Feminism: Meaning, Growth & Development                                          (10)
2. Gender    : Concept, Changing perspectives, differences between 
      Gender & Feminism.                                                                                   (10)

3. Gender & Power:  Understanding power, relationship between Gender
      & power, female powerlessness.                                                                 (10)

4. Gender Theories : Liberal, Radical & Socialist                                        (10)
5. Women’s Empowerment: Political, Economic & Social                        (10)
Readings:

1. Stacy Margaret & Price Marion, “ Women, Power & Politics”. Tavistock Publications, New Delhi, 1981.

2. Shanley M.L. & Narayan V (ed) ‘Reconstructing Political Theory : Feminist Perspectives’: Polity Press 1997

3. Ray B.K. & Basu A., “ From Independence Towards Freedom: Indian Women Since 1947”, Oxford University Press, 1977.

4. Davis K., Leijenaas M. & Oldessma J. ( ed ), The Gender of Power”, Sage Publication, New Delhi, 1991.

5. Adamson N., Briskin L. & Mc Phail M “ Feminist Organising for Change,” Oxford University Press, 1988.

6. Radtke H.L. & Stam H.J., “ Power /Gender : Social Relations in Theory & Practice “ Sage Publications, New Delhi, 1974.

7. Freedman J., “ Feminism”, Viva Books Pvt Ltd., New Delhi, 2002.

8. Afhar Halen, “Women & Politics in the Third World “, Rutledge, London, 1996.

9. Raj Sebasti L., “ Guest for Gender Justice, T.R. Publications Madras, 1991

10. Nivedita Menon, “ Gender & Politics in India” Oxford University Press, London, 1999. 

Allied Course (AC) 2: Women’s Issues in India

Course Rationale:  

The Course addresses the key issues relating to women’s empowerment and status in India. Starting from the pre-independence period, it seeks to provide an overview of political, religious and social context where women’s issues have got highlighted. In this context, it also addresses the challenges facing the women’s movement in India.         

Course Content:                                                                                               Lectures

1. Women’s Rights in India: Pre-independence & Post independence, 

      Current Debates, Strategies of reform.                                                            (12)
2. Women & Politics : Political Participation, Women’s reservaration: 

       National, State & Local.                                                                                    

                                                                                                                               (12)
3. Women and Religion: Status of women in Hinduism, Christianity & Islam. 

                                                                                                                               (08)

4. Women and Society: Education, Health, Domestic Violence and poverty.   

                                                                                                                                  (10) 

5. Women’s Movements: Prospects & Challenges.

                                                                                                                               (08)
Readings:

1. Nivedita Menon, “ Gender & Politics in India. Oxford University Press, London, 1999.

2. Renu Sharma. ‘ Political Change & Status of Women’ University Book House Pvt. Ltd, Jaipur 2000.

3. Geraldin Forber, “ Women in Modern India’, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1998.

4. ___________ “Women’s Realities & Women’s” Choices Oxford University Press 1983.

5. Rehan Chadially ( ed ) “Women in Indian Society” New Delhi, 1986.

6. Patricia Caplan, “ Class & Genders in India. Tavistock Publication, London 1985.

7. KumKum Roy, “ Women in Indian Societies” Manohar Publication, New Delhi, 2001.

8. Flavia Agnes, “ Low & Gender Inequality,” Oxford University Press, New York, 1999.

APPLIED COMPONENT
                

HUMAN RIGHTS
Course Rationale:

The course seeks to familiarize the students with the basic concept of human rights, its global and national context and the specific situations leading to human rights violations. It shall also try to explore the role of civil society and judicial institutions in upholding the same. 

 
 Course Content:                                                                                        Lectures

1. Human Rights: Emergence of the concept , types.                                       (10) 

2. International Human Rights Regimes: Universal Declaration of Human 

    Rights, Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 

    Civil & Political Rights, International Covenant on the Elimination of all 

    forms of discrimination with reference to vulnerable groups,

    e.g. children, women.                                                                                      (15) 

3. Human Rights & the Indian State: Fundamental Rights & Directive 

    Principles of State Policy; The National Human Rights Commission.          (10)  

4. Human Rights Situation : Response of civil society, judicial activism, 

    UN, Human Rights Commission                                                                                  (15) 

Readings:
 
1. Bhargava, Gopal, Human Rights conflict to Build Peace, Kalpaz Publications, 

     Delhi.
2. Bhargava Gopal, Meaning & source of Human Rights, Kalpaz Publications Delhi.
3. Shah Giriraj, Human rights Looking Back & Forging Ahead, Himalaya Publishing  

    House.
Foundation Course (FC) 3: M K Gandhi’s Social Thought

Course Rationale:

The course seeks to introduce students to the Gandhian social thought through 

his writings on freedom, ethical religion and social justice. It would also include the practical aspects of Gandhian policy relating to truthful persistence and social reconstruction.

Course Content:                                                                                             Lectures

1. Introduction to Gandhi: His works and contribution (anti apartheid and 

    freedom movement)






        (06)







2. Gandhi as a Humanist: his concepts of Truth, Non violence and ethical       
     Religion                                                                                                             (10)
3. Satyagraha: its philosophy and practice.               


        (12)          
4. Gandhi’s views on caste, untouchability, Varna-Dharma and 

    Hindu- Muslim unity.               




                    (12)

5. Gandhi’s Constructive Programme: Basic Education, Village sanitation, 

    National language                                                                                               (10)            





          

Foundation Course (FC) 4: M K Gandhi’s Political 

and Economic Thought

Course Rationale : 

The Course focuses on Gandhi’s Political and Economic thinking as prescribed for India’s development.It would also try to highlight the relevance of these ideas from a contemporary perspective, thereby locating them in a local and national perspective.

Course Content:                                                                                               Lectures

1.  Gandhi’s views on state, role of government & critique of Parliamentary 

     Democracy. 







         (15)

 2.  Swaraj and Sarvodaya 





                     (12) 

3.  Gandhi on Panchayati Raj





                     (05)
4.  Gandhi’s Economic Ideas: Industrialization, Swadeshi and Trusteeship           (12)
5.   Relevance of Gandhi today. 





          (06)
Readings for FC 3 & 4:

1.  G. Dhawan. Political Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, Navjivan, Ahmedabad.

2.  J.B. Kripalani. Gandhi thought. Publication Division. Govt of India.

3.  N.K. Bose. Gandhi the man and his mission. Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan. Bombay.  

     1966.

4.  R.R. Diwarkar. Gandhiji’s basic Ideas and some modern problems. Bharatiya 

     Vidya Bhawan. 1963.

5.  Amlan Datta. The Gandhian Way. N.E. Hill University publications. Shillong.  

     1986.

6.  Raghavan Iyer. Moral and Political Thought of Gandhi. Oxford Univ. Press. New  

     York. 1963.

7.  M.K. Gandhi. My experiments with truth.

8.  Bhiku Parekh, Colonialism, Tradition and Reform: An Analysis of Gandhi’s           

     Political Discourse.

9.  Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, Anthony Parel (ed.)

10. The Official Mahatma Gandhi eArchive & Reference Library,    Mahatma Gandhi        Foundation - India. www.mahatma.org.in/books (for exhaustive list)

11. Jawaharlal Nehru. Mahatma Gandhi - Reflection on his Personality and  Teachings.

12.  Madhu Dandavate. Gandhi's Human Touch.  

13.  Joseph J Doke. Gandhi a patriot in South Africa. Publication Division. Govt of India.

14.  J.D. Sethi. Gandhian Values and 20th Century challenges.
